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Newman News has appeared in many guises over the lifetime of the
University of Birmingham Catholic Chaplaincy and has been brought
to life again to inform old and new students, friends and supporters
about current developments and activities. You will have received this
because we know of you – there may be others who would appreciate
seeing a copy so please feel free to pass this on to those you are in
contact with and of whom we may be unaware …........

Introduction
A message from Father Patrick

Welcome  back to  Newman  News!  The  chaplains  and  the  Newman
House Fund Committee hope that this relaunch may fulfil two major
purposes.  First,  that  the  original  purpose  of  Newman News,  which
enabled former residents of Newman House and those associated with
the  Catholic  Chaplaincy to  keep in  touch,  may be  encouraged and
extended. Secondly, that fundraising for the renewal and refurbishment
of  Newman House  may  begin.  Networking  is  going  to  be  crucial!
We want to build on all that is positive and good from the past 48 years
so that the outreach and mission of the Church at the University may
be supported into the future. Please continue to pray for the work of
the Chaplaincy and for the future of Newman House. We do hope that
you will be able to come to the reunion on 12th October.

Newman House
Newman House was opened to Students on 18th February 1966 as a
Chaplaincy for Catholic students of Birmingham University and other
higher education institutions in Birmingham. Its popularity was such
that  all  the  student  rooms  available  had  been  let  and  there  was  a
waiting list of students wanting to live there.

This  spacious,  modern  new  University  Chaplaincy  had  been  made
possible by the generosity of the people of the Birmingham Catholic
Archdiocese and in particular the parishes – both rich and poor – of
Birmingham  and  the  surrounding  area.  The  Archdiocese,  led  by
Archbishop  George  Patrick  Dwyer,  recognised  the  importance  of  a
centre  in  which  Catholic  students  could  meet  together,  worship
together,  discuss matters of importance and of interest,  get to know
one another socially, enjoy themselves and, in doing so, deepen and
strengthen their faith.
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Chaplain by helping to organise the 
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The existing chaplaincy, in a house in Selly Park, had proved the value of such a centre and Newman
House provided larger and better facilities from which to continue and extend the work. In its early years
Newman House proved its supporters and creators right many times over. It became popular with a much
wider community than simply the Catholic students and it welcomed students of any faith or no faith to
enjoy  hospitality  at  social  events  –  the  regular  Barn  Dances  became  legendary  for  their  scale  and
popularity  –  and  to  discuss  and  debate  social,  moral  and  theological  issues  openly  and  freely.  The
atmosphere and ethos made a positive and lasting impression on all those who enjoyed its welcome.

Newman House was well known for its welcoming atmosphere and its resident students were always
mindful of their role in sustaining that air of hospitality – frequently offering coffee and a chat in the
absence of the Chaplain to students who might be just dropping in for a chat but who were sometimes
also in need of some solace or jus company at a time of stress or loneliness.

Many friendships had their nascence in Newman House, were nurtured and developed there, and continue
to this day.

What of today? How are those traditions faring in an era of student loans, tuition fees, the Internet, mobile
phones and instant communications?

There  are  many more  students  now in  Birmingham, with  its  universities,  College  of  Law and other
institutes of higher education. The pace of life and the pressures of work – both academic and to help
defray  those  tuition  fees  –  leave  students  with  little  time  on their  hands  and  there  are  many glitzy
attractions now to help them pass what little free time they do have.

The Chaplaincy still has the same vital role to play as a centre for Catholics to gather and nurture their
faith and to discuss topics of major and minor importance to themselves and their peers of any religious
persuasion or none. 

The Challenge
Newman House faces a serious challenge in the face of competition from glamorous alternatives! Its very
fabric cries out for help, having been little altered or improved in those 47 years of its life so far. The
spirit is still alive but the flesh is in dire need of care and attention! We need to refresh and renew that
fabric to allow Newman House to take its rightful place serving the student community and providing a
place of fun, support, reflection, worship and prayer as it has done in the past.

The Plan
The Fund Committee has been assessing the work required to bring all its parts up to modern standards
not only in  the more “public” areas like the chapel,  ballrooms,  bar  and kitchens but also to provide
student accommodation of a suitable standard to accommodate that core of residents that has been its
lifeblood in the past.The costs will run to six figures – and possibly seven – so the task is a daunting one.

We need to  raise money and we need all  sorts of support in terms of both raising the funds and in
planning,  prioritising,  overseeing  and  commissioning  the  work.  It  would  be  wonderful  if  we  could
achieve at least some of the work by the time Newman House reaches its fiftieth birthday early in 2016,
when we hope to hold a suitably grand and extensive reunion.

In advance of that, and to help with raising awareness of the benefits gained by former students and
friends, we plan a reunion gathering in October this year. We hope you will want to, and be able to, join
us on 12th October at Newman House and that you will spread the word to anyone else you believe may
be interested.
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Celebration and Reunion
To get us started on our plan we intend to hold a celebration of the achievements of the Chaplaincy which
can also serve as a reunion for the many of you who have attended it, lived in it and supported it over the
years. This will take place on

Saturday 12th October from 12:00 Noon at Newman House 

AGENDA

12:00 noon Mass

followed by Tea/Coffee/Cash bar and renewal of acquaintances

13:30 Presentation of the plans for Newman House

14:00 Buffet lunch and further opportunity for renewal of
acquaintances and making of new ones.

17:00 We  hope  to  have  some  traditional  Chaplaincy
entertainment … for those who have time to remain.

19:30 Close

There will be ample opportunity throughout to register an interest and offer whatever support you can for
the ambitious plan to make Newman House fit for its purpose once again for the 21st Century ...

There is no charge for the event but we would invite you to contribute £10 towards the cost of lunch on
the day.

If you plan to attend the event please send an email to:

joeom@hotmail.com

Please include:

The names of those planning to attend

Addresses

Year(s) at Birmingham

Contact email address and telephone number

and indicate whether or not you are prepared to receive future emails from us about progress.

…........... …........... 33

mailto:joeom@hotmail.com

	Introduction
	Newman House
	The Challenge
	The Plan
	Celebration and Reunion

