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Newman House Golden Jubilee
Jim Fagan-King, Chair, Newman House Management Committee
2016 is a very special year for Newman House. With Sunday Mass at
its centre, Newman House has been a focal point, for fifty years, of
Catholic student life at Birmingham University, and this year we are
celebrating its Golden Jubilee.

Newman House is home to twelve students, enabling them to
experience life in a Christian community, and it offers a venue for
activities of the Catholic Student Society of the University (CathSoc!).
Above all, it is a place where life-long relationships and friendships
are forged and where residents, visitors and friends from the
University are able to explore, enrich and reinforce the foundations of
their Catholic faith. As a former student wrote, ‘Newman House was
indeed a home from home for both young men and young women and
its Barn Dances were legendary!’

With such a rich history, it was felt that its Golden Jubilee should not
pass un-recognised! To mark the occasion, therefore, a committee was
set up to explore ways in which this milestone could be recognised.
Newman House Alumni Association
Over the past 50 years, thousands of students have passed through the
doors of Newman House, and we know that many of you think of the
time you spent here with great warmth and affection. It was, as was
quoted above, ‘indeed a home from home’ for so many of you, and
that fact in itself is something that should be acknowledged and
celebrated. It has therefore been decided to set up a Newman House
Alumni Association, so that all past, present and future students can
continue to be part of the Newman House family, even when their days
here are long past.

We are honoured that Archbishop Bernard Longley has very kindly
agreed to be Patron of the new Association, which will be formally
inaugurated at the Golden Jubilee Mass in June, of which more below.

Full details of the Association will be circulated in a future edition of
Newman News. In the meantime, we would, clearly, like to contact as
many of the Newman House Alumni as possible. If you have details
you can send us of anyone you know would be happy to receive this
information, or if you are in contact with anyone you can pass it on to,
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then please do so as soon as you can. We really do want as many of our former alumni to be part of the
Association as possible.
Golden Jubilee Weekend : 10-12 June 2016
We are organising a weekend of celebrations in June to celebrate the Golden Jubilee in style, and we hope
as many of you as possible will be able to join us at Newman House for at least part of the weekend.

Friday 10 June – Jubilee Ball
The CathSoc Summer Ball this year will take the form of a Golden Jubilee Ball, to be held at Newman
House, which will also be open to Alumni and guests. Numbers will be limited to 100, and with between
60 to 70 current students and guests expected, this leaves a limited number of places available to others.
Further details will be circulated nearer the date.
Saturday 11 June - Jubilee Garden Party
Starting at around midday, we will be holding what will be a great family fun day in Newman House
and its garden. As well as hoping that many of you will be able to join us, the Garden Party will also be
open to our neighbours in the area, including those in our local parishes.
We are currently planning a range of activities for the Garden Party, including a hog roast, a bouncy
castle (how could we not!), and a range of local real ales to sample. We will keep you informed as and
when more attractions are added.
Sunday 12 June – Golden Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving
The central focus of our year has to be the Mass of Thanksgiving at 12 noon on Sunday, in which we
will be able to celebrate all that Newman House has given, and will continue to give to so many students
during their time at the University of Birmingham. We are truly blessed to have Newman House to
support and nurture Catholic students during these important, formative years, and it is everyone’s wish
and conviction that it should continue to do so for the next 50 years, and beyond.
Archbishop Longley will be the Chief Celebrant at the Mass, and we hope as many of you as possible,
with your own families, will be able to be with us for this important celebration.

Golden Jubilee Medal and Key Ring
We have agreed with Fattorini’s of Birmingham the production of a special limited edition souvenir
medal, and a souvenir key ring. Details of these will be published in the near future.
Golden Jubilee Magazine
We are in the process of gathering material for a souvenir magazine, to be published in the autumn of this
year. If anyone can help with items for inclusion, particularly photographs and personal thoughts on your
time here, please email them to me via chair@newman-house.org.uk
Golden Jubilee Appeal
In the 50 years of its existence, Newman House as a building has remained without significant new
investment in its infrastructure. What was adequate, if not first class accommodation when built, no
longer meets present day standards. Fundamental elements of the building’s infrastructure are in urgent
need to be replaced and updated, to meet both student requirements and, crucially, present day regulatory,
safety and energy saving standards. The cost of this essential work has been estimated at around
£250,000, and we will shortly be launching an appeal to raise this money, details of which we will be
circulating to you.
Other events
We are currently looking at other events that we might be holding this year, and will let you know details
as soon as anything has been arranged.
And finally….
As I said at the beginning, this is an historic moment in the life of Newman House. We all hope that you
will be part of it in some way, and that you will be able to join us over the Jubilee Weekend. Please
remember to pass this on to any other former students you are in contact with, and ask them to send their
contact details to Joe O’Meara (joeom@hotmail.com), who very kindly edits and distributes Newman
News.
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