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13th January 2019 – The Baptism of the Lord (Year C) 

Masses and Celebrations this Week 

Sunday 13th    10.30am Newman House The Baptism of the Lord 

Monday 14th  6.00pm  Newman House  Monday of Week 1 

Tuesday 15th  12:30pm  St Francis Hall  Tuesday of Week 1 

Wednesday 16th  12:30pm  St Francis Hall  Wednesday of Week 1 

Thursday 17th  7.00pm  Newman House  Saint Anthony 

7.30pm     Adoration 

Friday 18th  6.00pm  St Francis Hall  Friday of Week 1 

 

Sunday 20th   10.30am  Newman House  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

6.30pm  Newman House 

Welcome Back 

The Great return! After hopefully a good holiday break, the normal routines of university life start 
to kick in again. Let us pray for one another that as we move into Ordinary Time throughout our 
work and prayer we can always remember the great gift that we have received the love of God 
our Father. 

Reflection on the Readings 

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7; Luke 3:15-16, 21-22; 

Although the words novelty or new do not 
actually appear in the texts of today’s liturgy, 
all of the texts refer, in a certain way, to the 
novelty of God’s action in history. God’s 
language in Isaiah is new, “Her period of 
service is ended..., let every valley be filled in, 
every mountain and hill be levelled, every cliff 
become a plateau, every escarpment a 
plain... here is Lord Yahweh coming with 
power, his arm maintains his authority.” It is 
absolutely novel for Jesus to be baptized by 
John, for heaven to open, for the Holy Spirit to descend in the form of a dove, for a voice to 
come from heaven, “You are my Son; today have I fathered you.” The reality of people who have 
received baptism is a new one, “by means of the cleansing water of rebirth and renewal in the 
Holy Spirit which he has so generously poured over us through Jesus Christ our Saviour.”  
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The novelty comes from God. People, from the very beginnings, have borne within themselves 
the deterioration and the old flesh of sin. They are immersed in it, like in a deep well, from which 
it is impossible for them to get out by themselves. Since it is a reality affecting all of mankind, 
nobody on his own can help others to get out. This is the sad human condition. People can cry 
out, despair, curse; or they may feel the burden of guilt, ask for forgiveness and help, hope. 
What is clear is that only God can give them a hand; only God can change their old flesh into the 
newness of grace and mercy. It is equally clear that God wants to lend a hand and act in our 
favour, because “Man was created in his image and likeness.” The liturgy presents three 
historical moments of God’s intervention: he first intervenes to free the People of Israel from the 
slavery of Babylon (First Reading), then to reveal to the world Jesus’ divine Sonship (Gospel), 
and finally to show humankind the new condition created in those who have received baptism 
(Second Reading). The consequence is logical: if God has intervened in the past by bursting into 
our life and hope, he intervenes in the present and will continue to do so in the future, because 
God’s most characteristic quality is faithfulness.  

The novelty is invisible. The newness that God pours into people’s hearts effects and has 
repercussions in history, but in and of itself it is invisible, interior and spiritual. He first of all 
renews the heart, then from people’s hearts and with their help, he also converts historical 
reality. In the people having been exiled from Babylon, he first of all created their longing for 
Zion, the desire and decision to go back. Then he arranged historical events in such a way that 
such a desire and decision might be fulfilled. In the case of Jesus, the theophany of baptism 
makes us discover an initial novelty, which will unfold throughout the course of his public life, 
and especially in the mystery of his Death and Resurrection. The novelty of the baptized will only 
be perceived over time, to the extent to which there is a vital consistency between the novelty 
poured into their hearts by God and the concrete and daily existence of the Christian. For those 
of us who are judging things from the outside, it is often difficult to detect the relationship 
between inner newness and its historical manifestations in the ordinary life of every human 
being. This is why it is so difficult to pass judgment on the true, inner life of people; and how 
easily we can be mistaken!  

Cathsoc 

The Next Sunday Cathsoc event will be after the Sunday Evening mass on the 20th January 
2019. 

For more information on Cathsoc and their Events this coming week please see 
https://www.facebook.com/cathsocbrum 

 

 

 

 


