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17th March 2019 – Second Sunday of Lent (C) 

Masses and Celebrations this Week 

Sunday 17th  10.30am Newman House Second Sunday of Lent 

6.30pm  Newman House 

Monday 18th   6.00pm  Newman House  Monday of the second week of Lent 

Tuesday 19th  12:30pm  St Francis Hall Saint Joseph, Solemnity 

Wednesday 20th  12:30pm  St Francis Hall Wednesday of the second week of Lent 

Thursday 21st 7.00pm  Newman House  Thursday of the second week of Lent 

7.30pm     Adoration 

Friday 22nd   6.00pm  St Francis Hall  Friday of the second week of Lent 

Saturday 23rd     No Mass    Saturday of the second week of Lent 

Sunday 24th   10.30am  Newman House  Third Sunday of Lent 

6.30pm  Newman House 

The last Sunday evening Mass of term will take place on Sunday 24th March. 

 

Important Dates 

24th March Last Sunday evening Mass of Term 

18th April  Maundy Thursday  

19th April Good Friday 

21st April Easter Sunday 

5th May First Sunday Evening Mass of the Summer Term 

Cathsoc 

The Sunday Cathsoc event after Sunday Evening mass will be St Patrick’s Day Murder Mystery. 

For more information on Cathsoc and their Events this coming week please see 
https://www.facebook.com/cathsocbrum 

Click to Pray - https://clicktopray.org/ 

Click To Pray is the app of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (including the Eucharistic 
Youth Movement). This app connects you with thousands of people who are praying every day 
for the challenges of humanity and for the mission of the Church as the Pope proposes in his 
monthly prayer intentions. Pray, live and build a world which tastes of the Gospel. Give meaning 
to our lives and put our prayer into action. 
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Reflection on the Readings 

Genesis: 15:5-12, 17-18; Philippians: 3.17-4.1; Luke: 9:28-36 

Abram was the earlier name for the Patriarch we call Abraham. The background to this selection 
is his yearning for a son, but he has been childless for many years. Without an heir, when he 
died, his slave would get his inheritance. God in showing him the numberless stars assures him 
of a long line of descendants. His trust in God’s promise ‘justifies’ him, that is, makes him 
acceptable to God. Part of this encounter with God can seem unusual to us, why does God ask 
Abram to cut and arrange the animals? There is some background to this in ancient texts from 
the Middle East which explain the reasons. Cutting animals and walking between the parts was 
a ritual for making a solemn contract. It was like swearing, ‘If I don’t keep my part, may I be cut 
apart like these sacrifices.’ But here there is no other human to walk between the severed 
animals as the covenant was made with God. God’s part is signified by the smoking brazier and 
fiery torch. 

In the Second reading, St Paul uses himself as a guide for his converts in learning to live the 
Christian life, a comparison he makes in several places and it shows that it is the fullness of an 
obedient life and not just a profession of faith that counts. The reminder not to be caught up in 
the pleasures of eating and drinking and such worldly concerns is a good enough guide for Lent. 
The promise of our own ‘transfiguration’ comes before the gospel which will describe the 
experience of three disciples seeing Jesus so changed. 

Today’s Gospel, also found in Mark and Matthew, is often called ‘the Transfiguration’ from the 
Latin translation of the text. The biblical Greek is the source of our word ‘metamorphosis’ 
meaning ‘changed in form’. Unlike Matthew and Mark, Luke does not use that word, he simply 
says that the face of Jesus became ‘different’. But by mentioning the dazzling brilliance of Jesus’ 
clothes, he gives a sense of how Jesus whole appearance was beyond any normal human 
appearance. In the three gospels, this takes place about a week after Jesus had predicted his 
passion, death and resurrection. The disciples were greatly upset by this and of course by being 
told they too needed to ‘take up the cross’. (See Luke 9:20-27) It was not the kind of Messiah 
they had expected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


