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30th June 2019 – Solemnity of SS Peter and Paul 

Masses and Celebrations this Week 

Sunday 30th   10.30am Newman House Solemnity of SS Peter and Paul  

Monday 1st   12.30pm St Francis Hall Feria in Ordinary Time 

Tuesday 2nd   12.30pm St Francis Hall Feria in Ordinary Time 

Wednesday 3rd  12.30pm St Francis Hall Feast of St Thomas  

Thursday 4th   7.00pm Newman House  Feria in Ordinary Time 

Friday 5th   No Mass     Feria in Ordinary Time 

Saturday 6th     No Mass    Feria in Ordinary Time 

Sunday 7th   10.30am  Newman House  Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reflection on the Readings 

Acts 12:1-11; Psalm 34; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18; Matthew 16:13-19  

Peter and Paul are the two great witnesses our faith goes back to 
(Opening Prayer). Their crucial witness to the faith ultimately rests on 
the strength that was given them by the Lord (Second Reading and 
Gospel). His intervention in their lives (First Reading and Acts 9:3) 
makes quite clear that the two apostles have been chosen by him to 
play a major role in his plans for his Church and her ultimate victory 
over the powers of evil (Alleluia and Gospel).  

Whistleblowing Policy 

Birmingham Diocesan Trust (the Archdiocese of Birmingham) has 
launched a new Whistleblowing Policy. 

This policy aims to help individuals to raise with confidence and without having to worry about 
being victimised, discriminated against or disadvantaged in any way as a result any serious 
concerns (including safeguarding issues) they may have about post-holders, colleagues, their 
employer, or with how the Trust operates. Find the policy at: 
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/policies 

The Diocese is also a member of Protect, formerly Public Concern at Work -  who are leading 
experts in whistleblowing. They provide confidential advice to individuals regarding 
whistleblowing, visit: https://protect-advice.org.uk/ 
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Further Reflection of the Readings 

At Caesarea, at a crucial moment, Peter answered for his fellow apostles and for all of us who 
would come to believe that Jesus is "the Christ, the Son of the living God". There were a variety 
of "opinions" out there, shifting sands on which no community of followers could be founded. 
There was need for the firm, rock-like foundation of a certain faith. If Jesus identifies Peter as 
the Rock on which he will build his Church, it is not due to Peter himself. Peter, in fact, was just 
Simon: a mans whose human frailty would, even later than this, be all too apparent. It was God 
who made him the Rock. "My Father did this – not you", is what Jesus tells him.  

And the Father still does it, in Simon Peter´s successors, providing us with the indispensable 
guarantee that, in the essentials, the pope will not be swayed by the changing opinions of the 
times, the pressures of public opinion, the very human desire to win applause, or to give in to a 
compassion understood in the world´s terms – "who people say that Jesus is" – rather than the 
gospel´s. Underwriting Peter´s faith, God underwrites ours: this of course is the purpose of it all. 
Of what use would an authoritative and sure gospel be, without an authoritative and sure 
interpretation? 

Or of what use would it be, were it not preached (cf. Romans 10:14)? So to the apostolic 
charism of Peter, charged first and foremost with being the principle of unity in the one true faith 
of Christ, God added the apostolic charism of Paul, to whom he gave the drive and the fortitude 
to preach far and wide so that "all nations might hear the gospel". St Paul is a giant of the 
mission, relentless in his dedication to spreading the Good News to more and more 
communities. Even though, as martyrdom looms, he is about to be led, like Peter, where 
humanly he would not want to go (cf. John 21:18), his is the peace and the certain hope of 
reward from the just judge that comes from "pouring oneself out" to fulfill to the utmost the 
mission received from the Lord. Both apostles sealed their witness to the faith with their blood. 
Like all the martyrs, their death states that a life bought at the price of denying the Truth would 
be a life not worth living. 


